THE END TIMES: the RAPTURE

February 14t 2010
The RAPTURE of the Church

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 | can tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord
returns will not rise to meet him ahead of those who are in their graves. 16For the Lord himself will come
down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the call of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of
God. First, all the Christians who have died will rise from their graves. 17Then, together with them, we who
are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and remain
with him forever.

1 Corinthians 15:51-53 But let me tell you a wonderful secret God has revealed to us. Not all of us will die,
but we will all be transformed. 521t will happen in a moment, in the blinking of an eye, when the last trumpet
is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, the Christians who have died will be raised with transformed
bodies. And then we who are living will be transformed so that we will never die. 53For our perishable
earthly bodies must be transformed into heavenly bodies that will never die.

10 WAYS TO LIVE IN LIGHT OF the RAPTURE
2. WORSHIP the Lord on a regular basis.

Hebrews 10:25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage and warn
each other, especially now that the day of his coming back again is drawing near.

Z. OBSERVE communion with the “rapture” in mind.

1 Corinthians 11:26 For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the Lord’s
death until he comes again.

3. Be PATIENT.
James 5:8 You, too, must be patient. And take courage, for the coming of the Lord is near.

4. LOVE believers and all men.

1 Thessalonians 3:12, 13 And may the Lord make your love grow and overflow to each other and to
everyone else, just as our love overflows toward you. 13As a result, Christ will make your hearts strong,
blameless, and holy when you stand before God our Father on that day when our Lord Jesus comes with
all those who belong to him.

5. LIVE in the world, but DON"T BE worldly. Titus 2:12, 13; 1 Jn. 2:28.
1 John 3:2, 3 Yes, dear friends, we are already God'’s children, and we can’t even imagine what we will be

like when Christ returns. But we do know that when he comes we will be like him, for we will see him as he
really is. 3And all who believe this will keep themselves pure, just as Christ is pure.

6. DON'T JUDGE others.

1 Corinthians 4:5 So be careful not to jump to conclusions before the Lord returns as to whether or not
someone is faithful. When the Lord comes, he will bring our deepest secrets to light and will reveal our
private motives. And then God will give to everyone whatever praise is due.

7. SHARE the Good News of Jesus. 1 Peter 5:2, 4

2 Timothy 4:1,2 And so | solemnly urge you before God and before Christ Jesus—who will someday judge
the living and the dead when he appears to set up his Kingdom: 2Preach the word of God. Be persistent,
whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good
teaching.



8. COMFORT one another.

1 Thessalonians 4:18...So comfort & encourage each other with these words.

9. WIN souls.

Jude 21-23 Live in such a way that God’s love can bless you as you wait for the eternal life that our Lord
Jesus Christ in his mercy is going to give you. 22Show mercy to those whose faith is wavering. 2°Rescue
others by snatching them from the flames of judgment. There are still others to whom you need to show
mercy, but be careful that you aren’t contaminated by their sins.

10. BE CONCERNED with heaven.

Colossians 3:1-4 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of
heaven, where Christ sits at God's right hand in the place of honor and power. 2Let heaven fill your
thoughts. Do not think only about things down here on earth. 3For you died when Christ died, and your real
life is hidden with Christ in God. “And when Christ, who is your real life, is revealed to the whole world, you
will share in all his glory.




