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 Did Christ Die on the Cross?  

“Swoon Theory” 
Matthew 27:32 Along the way, they came across a man named Simon, who was from Cyrene, and the 
soldiers forced him to carry Jesus’ cross. 
 

John 19:33-34 But when they came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, so they didn’t break his 
legs. 34 One of the soldiers, however, pierced his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water 
flowed out.  
 

 Was Christ Tomb Really Empty? 
Matthew 28:11-15 As the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and told the 
leading priests what had happened. 12 A meeting with the elders was called, and they decided to give the 
soldiers a large bribe. 13 They told the soldiers, “You must say, ‘Jesus’ disciples came during the night while 
we were sleeping, and they stole his body.’ 14 If the governor hears about it, we’ll stand up for you so you 
won’t get in trouble.” 15 So the guards accepted the bribe and said what they were told to say. Their story 
spread widely among the Jews, and they still tell it today. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:6 After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of whom 
are still alive, though some have died.  
 

The Jerusalem Factor 
   

The Jewish Response  
  

The Women’s Testimony 
 
 

 Did Christ appear to anyone after his death? 
Luke 24:35-46 Then the two from Emmaus told their story of how Jesus had appeared to them as they 
were walking along the road, and how they had recognized him as he was breaking the bread. 36 And just 
as they were telling about it, Jesus himself was suddenly standing there among them. “Peace be with you,” 
he said. 37 But the whole group was startled and frightened, thinking they were seeing a ghost! … 41 Still 
they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy and wonder. Then he asked them, “Do you have anything here to 
eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he ate it as they watched. 44 Then he said, “When I 
was with you before, I told you that everything written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and 



in the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 And he 
said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third 
day. 
 

Disciples Transformed  
 

 Apostolic Teaching Emphasis 
 
 
John 20:24-29 One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with the others when 
Jesus came. 25 They told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see the 
nail wounds in his hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.” 26 Eight 
days later the disciples were together again, and this time Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; 
but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be 
faithless any longer. Believe!” 28 “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed. 29 Then Jesus told him, “You 
believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.” 
 

 Resurrection of the Dead 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose from the dead, why are some of 
you saying there will be no resurrection of the dead? 13 For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
Christ has not been raised either. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, 
and your faith is useless. 15 And we apostles would all be lying about God—for we have said that God 
raised Christ from the grave. But that can’t be true if there is no resurrection of the dead. 16 And if there is 
no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your 
faith is useless and you are still guilty of your sins. 18 In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are 
lost! 19 And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world. 20 But 
in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead.  
 
 


